
Year in Review 

The Prindle Lake  Association 

will hold its annual meeting 

on Saturday, September 17 at 

10:00 am at the Grange Hall 

on Main Street, Charlton.  We 

encourage Association mem-

bers as well as lake area prop-

erty owners to attend.    

There are important issues 

facing the Association and 

Prindle Lake residents.  Weed 

treatment and the financial 

status of the PLA will be dis-

cussed.  This meeting also 

provides a forum for your in-

put in setting the direction for 

the Prindle Lake Association.    

Elections for 

the Board of 

Directors, 

Secretary 

and Treasur-

er are held at 

this meeting.   

A vacancy 

exists on the Board.  New 

board members are needed to 

assist with continuing efforts 

to keep Prindle Lake a beauti-

The Prindle Lake Association 

focuses on maintaining the 

quality of our lake for swim-

ming, boating and fishing.  A 

healthy lake also supports 

property values 

and is an im-

portant eco-

nomic resource 

for all resi-

dents.   

The PLA un-

dertook an 

active weed control program 

in 2001.  We contracted with 

Aquatic Control Technology of 

Sutton to perform inspections 

and treatments as needed.  

The diligent lake treatments in 

alternate years for bladder-

wort, milfoil and pond lilies, 

along with spot treatments, 

have been effective.  Please 

read the full report 

from Aquatic Con-

trol on pages 2-3.   

The PLA keeps ex-

penses to a mini-

mum so that the 

majority of our 

funds can be pre-

served for weed treatment.  

Lake conditions were suffi-

ciently good from past treat-

ments that an application was 

not recommended by Aquatic 

Control in 2005.  Chemically 

treating the lake in its entirety 

costs over $11,000, partial 

treatments range from $3,500

-$6,500 depending on the size 

of the area.  With a current 

treasury of about $13,000, a 

lake-wide treatment would 

wipe out our treasury.   

The Association has actively 

petitioned the Town of Charl-

ton to improve recreation con-

ditions at the Town Beach 

while making the area inhos-

pitable for Canada geese.  

Meetings with various Town 

boards including the Board of 

Selectmen resulted in the 
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Prindle Lake Fish Tales 

erection of a fence to prevent 

the geese from grazing on the 

grassy slope.  This improves 

water quality  by limiting flow 

of contaminants into the lake.  

A gate permits access for indi-

viduals and carried boats.   

The new fence along with resi-

dents making their lots inhos-

pitable to geese and the likely 

presence of natural predators, 

have resulted in a nearly 

“goose-free” summer.   

 

ful place to live.  We strongly 

encourage more residents to 

become active in the Associa-

tion.   

Come to the meeting, meet 

your neighbors and enjoy 

some refreshments.  Hope to 

see you on September 17. 

      

 

Prindle Lake - view from the dam 



 

 11 John Road  
   

 Sutton, MA 01590 

  Phone:    (508) 865-1000
   

 FAX:        (508) 865-1220 

                 Internet:  www.aquaticcontroltech.com    

                  e-mail:     info@aquaticcontroltech.com 

As discussed previously, I performed an Aquatic Plant Survey at Prindle Lake on July 12th.  Bob Stead from the Associa-

tion, joined me on this inspection.  The purpose of this survey was to identify the dominant aquatic plants and their distri-

bution throughout the lake.  Recommendations relative to management of nuisance vegetation were to follow. 

The plant survey was performed from a small Jon Boat and outboard engine.  We did call and notify the Charlton Police 

Dept.,  in advance of our inspection, to let them know we’d be out on the lake for a couple of hours performing the lake 

survey.  We employed a variety of survey/sampling techniques to characterize the vegetation.  We  traveled around the 

entire shoreline of the lake, following a “zig-zag” pattern, from shore out to around 50-100 feet, depending upon water 

depth.  Throughout the coves and across the center of the pond, we established a number of additional transects and 

sampling points.  We stopped at various locations across each transect to observe and record the plants species and the 

relative percent bottom cover of plants.  Plants were noted and recorded through visual observation, in combination with 

use of a “throw-rake” which was tossed-out and retrieved twice at each sampling location.  We also used our Aqua-Vu 

underwater camera system, to report the relative percent bottom cover of plants at each site. 

Overall plant diversity and abundance was low.  Bladderwort (Utricularia) was the dominant submersed and floating plant 

observed along with yellow waterlilies (Nuphar).  The map shows our estimated percent bottom cover of bladderwort 

throughout the lake as of July 12th.  The coverage of bladderwort was estimated to vary between 0 – 25% throughout 

most of the lake.  Only in the far northern cove and southwest cove, did we observe considerably more bladderwort, with 

coverage estimated at ~ 25 - 75%.  The height of the bladderwort growth off the bottom, was generally less than  one 

foot tall at all sites.  Stonewort or Nitella was observed to be widely scattered and mixed-in with the bladderwort in some 

locations.  Stonewort generally remains close to the bottom and seldom becomes a nuisance to swimming or other recrea-

tional uses.  Floating clumps of filamentous algae were noted in a few areas of the pond and especially along your shore-

line.  Just one patch of milfoil was reported during our previous plant survey on June 2nd.  This milfoil patch was located 

approximately mid-way along the lake’s northern shoreline (parallel to Prindle Hill Rd.).  We could not find this patch of 

milfoil, however, during our more recent inspection.  Our Biologist reported it as quite small, measuring approximately 10 

by 15 feet in area.  The coverage of waterlilies appeared to me to be approaching (but still somewhat less) than the wa-

terlily coverage I remember seeing back in 2002, when we performed our first treatment of the lake with Rodeo 

(Glyphosate) herbicide.  As I’ve indicated previously to you, the waterlilies provide some valuable cover and habitat for 

fish and at low densities  are attractive, in my opinion.   

Relative to bladderwort management this year throughout the lake, I understand that Brad Smith had previously reported 

that there was very little bladderwort growth and that chemical treatment was not needed this year.  After my more re-

cent inspection, we’d generally agree with Brad.  It’s our opinion that you may still see some of the bladderwort, especial-

ly  in these two areas of greater coverage, and perhaps other areas of the pond, break-free from the bottom in late July 

and August and reach densities that are problematic to swimming, in some areas of the pond.  The weed problem should 

Article continued on page 3….. 

Date: August 11, 2005 

To: Frank Rogers; Prindle Lake Association 

From: Gerry Smith; President/Aquatic Biologist 

 

Re:    Report on Aquatic Plant Survey at Prindle Lake Performed on July 12, 2005. 

Volume 2005, Issue 1 Page 2 



Page 3 Prindle Lake Fish Tales 

 Ann & Serafino DeFranco - Pumpkin Lane - Ann & Serafino relocated here from New Jersey last year.  

They can frequently be seen kayaking around the lake.  Welcome to Charlton! 

 

Al & Debra Sergel - Oak Ridge Drive - Welcome to Prindle Lake! 

Meet Our New Neighbors! 

Kara & Andy Smith 

Jerzy & Anna Sobota 

Robert & Elinor Stead 

Barbara Stone 

Linda & Stephen Szaban 

Michael & Denise Thomas 

Jeffrey Thompson 

Sheila & Michael Viel 

Andrew & Karen Visser 

Dorota & Janusz Warnajtys 

Barry Williamson 

Pam Wilson 

 

Steve & Kathy Hair 

Lawrence & Laurie Harms 

Rich & Dot Jensen 

Bruce & Nancy McKinstry 

Norma Narus 

Tina & Ronald Niedbala 

Jeff & Marie Palmer 

Betty Picard 

Richard & Linda Renzoni 

Frank & Ruth Rogers 

John Sandini & Peggy Manty 

John Santos 

John & Nancy Sarafian 

Steve & Lisa Sergio 

Brad & Nancy Smith 

Roland & Gina Allain 

Joe & Kathleen Bialy 

David Bidwell 

Glenna Brownell 

John & Georgeann Chartier 

Ted & Pam Christensen 

Jim Murray & Kathleen Collins 

John & Pat Colognesi 

Scott & Diane Crowe 

Deborah & Michael Dangredo 

Serafino & Ann DeFranco 

Steven & Deborah Denman 

Shannon & Tony Devoe 

Konrad Dzierzynski & Izabela Pupek 

Don & Laura Guertin 
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Huge Thanks to Our 2005 Contributors!  

not be terribly widespread over the entire pond, however, or become a severe nuisance this year in most areas of the lake. 

Attempting to quantify the magnitude of the “weed nuisance” is also largely dependent upon different individuals tolerance 

to weeds, which varies  widely.  No chemical treatment is recommended at this time, based on my observations on July 

12th, however, bladderwort growth and density is a “moving target” and will  likely increase as the summer progresses. 

The waterlilies may warrant treatment this year or we could wait until next year.  Treatment this year would still be timely,  

since the optimal time to treat the lilies is in August or September.  Per our Proposal of March 2005, the cost to treat these 

lilies would be $1,150. 

The need and extent of bladderwort treatment likely to be required next year, remains to be seen.  By the end of Septem-

ber this year, you should have a better idea, based on the extent of growth that is seen.  We’d anticipate considerable 

treatment would be required in 2006, with a 50:50 probability of “whole-lake” treatment being warranted.   Should you 

want us to perform another inspection in late September, we would do so at an additional cost of $400.  Please get back to 

me on the additional September survey and your decision on the waterlily treatment this year. 

Thank you. 

 

  

Aquatic Control Survey of Prindle Lake, continued from Page 2... 



2005 Officers and Board of Directors 

Frank Rogers (President)  248-5200 

Glenna Brownell   248-6938 

Don Guertin (Treasurer)  248-7853 

Rich Jensen   248-7451 

Jeff Palmer   248-6371 

Betty Picard   248-6566 

Nancy Sarafian (Secretary) 248-9596 

Brad Smith   248-7281 

Bob Stead   248-5259 

Linda Szaban   248-6215 

Andrew Visser   248-5322 

Pamela Wilson   248-9050 

P.O. Box 386 

Charlton, MA  01507 

PRINDLE LAKE 

ASSOCIATION, INC. 

 

 

Thank you to all who paid their 

2005dues and contributed to the 

weed control program.  For those 

who didn’t join, it isn’t too late. 

Please mail your dues and this 

form to: 

Prindle Lake Association, 
Inc. 

P.O. Box 386 

Charlton, MA  01507 

Or bring it with you to the Annu-

al Meeting on Sept. 17 along with 

your ideas.  New members who 

pay their $30 dues on or before 

Sept. 17 will be eligible to vote at 

the Annual Meeting. 

 

BE A FRIEND OF PRINDLE 

LAKE - 

JOIN TODAY! 

 

____ Yes, I/we want to become member(s) of 
the Prindle Lake Association. 

Name________________________ 

Address______________________ 

Town/State/Zip 

____________________________ 

Phone (optional) 

____________________________ 

Annual Membership $ 30.00 

(through 6/30/06) 

Weed Control Contribution 

($70 suggested)  $________ 

 

Total   $________ 

Directors - Join the Board of Directors 

for Prindle Lake Association.  Opening(s) 

exist for Board Members.  We need active 

participants and value new ideas.  Contact 

any of the officers for further information.   

Lily Pad Cutters - Instead of chemical-

ly treating lily pads at high cost, they can be 

cut manually.  The Association has a hand-

held harvester for this purpose.  If you are 

willing to provide labor, please call Andrew 

Visser at 248-5322.   

Fund Raising - If  you have any ideas 

and can help the Association raise funds, 

please contact a Director.     

Director’s Meeting Minutes - 

If you would like to receive e-mail copies of 

minutes of the Directors’ meetings, please 

provide Nancy Sarafian (248-9596) with your 

email address.   

Notices Membership Application 


